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Changing Places:  

Climate Change and Settlement Patterns in the 

Pecatonica River Valley, 5000-500 BCE 
 

After 5000 BCE the 

climate in southwest 

Wisconsin became 

colder and wetter; 

more “modern.” How 

did native peoples 

living in the unusual 

valley of the Peca-

tonica River adapt to 

these major changes? 

Archaeological work 

has revealed many 

creative responses to 

the new challenges 

they had to confront. 

Sara Pfannkuche is a 

professional archaeologist 

specializing in N. America 

and the curation of ma-

terials in museum settings. 

While completing her 

doctorate at the University 

of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, 

she works as Senior Coll-

ections Specialist in charge 

of Archaeological Collec-

tions at the Illinois State 

Archaeological Survey. 

 
(left: origin of the Pecatonica River) 
 

Thursday, June 16, 2022, at 7:30 PM 
Marie Irwin Community Center* • 18120 Highland Avenue, Homewood, Illinois 

 

There will be a simulcast via Zoom. Request a Zoom link through the web site. 


