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The Kincaid site, in southernmost 

Illinois, was occupied by Native 

Americans from about 1100 to 1450 CE. 

Though its location in remote, rural 

Illinois made it less well known than 

Cahokia or Moundville, it was one of the 

largest Mississippian mound centers 

ever built, and was important to the 

region during the pre-contact era. It also 

played a major role in the history of 

North American archaeology, serving as 

a training ground for the University of 

Chicago’s prestigious archaeological 

field program. This talk discusses the 

history of Kincaid from both the recent 

and distant past, 

noting its role in a 

network of inter-

connected sites 

that spanned the 

southeastern part 

of our continent. 
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