
Horses have had a singu-
lar impact on human 
history. However, the
domestication of the
horse and origins of
horseback riding have
been the subject of heated
debate among archaeolo-
gists. Recent archaeo-
logical and ancient
DNA research have
begun to clarify these
momentous events in
human history with some surprising results.

Dr. Kanne will present the most up to date
information regarding horse domestication and
early riding. You will learn how archaeologists
know when and where horses were domesticated
and how you can tell if people were riding

them. Using her research
on the people and horses of
the Hungarian Bronze Age,
you will see how a combi-
nation of cutting-edge 
scientific methods is
upending old stories of the
earliest riders and their
societies.

Katherine Kanne has a
Ph.D. in Anthropology from
Northwestern University
where she is an Instructor

and Research Affiliate. Formerly a professional
equestrian, her work marries a practical life with
horses with the archaeology of human-horse
relationships. Her current research explores the
westward spread of equestrianism through
Europe during the second millennium BC.
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